
ANALYZE
illustrations 

Look closely at two different  
illustrations from two different books. 

Analyze how the illustrations help make  
the text clear or interesting.  

Analyze how the two illustrations  
are the same and different. 

Build
vocabulary 

Find a word you don't know. Learn  
the definition by asking someone or 

looking in the dictionary. Build 
something to remind you of the 

meaning of the word. 

Connect
characters 

Think of two characters from two different books.  
How can you connect them? Do they share any similar 

traits? Does the author introduce them in a similar 
way? Do they have a similar role in the story?  

Can you think of another similarity? 

Creative Literacy ideas from A to Z 

Doodle
directions 

Build something or create  
something interesting. 

Draw clear, step-by-step directions to 
explain exactly how you made your 

creation. See if someone else can 
 follow your directions.  

Does your partner's creation  
look exactly like yours? Explore

spelling patterns 
Look closely at 5 rhyming words. What do you notice 

about those words? Look closely at 5 words with 2 
syllables. What do you notice about those words? Find 5 
words with double consonants together. (Like better or 

taller.)  What do you notice about those words?  Pick 5 
interesting words. What do you notice about the 

spelling of those? 

FIND a new
beginning 

Read a short story or a picture book. 
Think of a new and better way to begin 
The story. Act it out, draw a picture, or 

build something to explain your idea. 
Why is your beginning better?  



GROW a FACT TREE 

Read a section of a nonfiction text. (Pick something interesting  
to read about!)Using your art supplies, create a picture of a tree. Write or draw lots  

of facts that you learned while reading. Make it colorful and interesting. 

INVESTIGATE a 
NEW TOPIC 

Name a topic that you would like 
to learn more about. Brainstorm 10 

ways you could learn about it. 
Challenge yourself to learn 10 

unusual details about that topic. 
Now, can you inform someone else 

about that topic in an unusual 
way? Journal abouT 

juggling, 
JELLY BEANS, and 

JUMPING 
Write a Journal entry or a story that combines all 3 
of these things: juggling, jelly beans, and jumping! 

How can you connect these 3 unrelated  
things in a way that makes sense? 

Know what  
to write 

Think about something to write. Before you 
write,  Draw pictures of the scenes or 

details you plan to include in your 
writing.Then act out your writing like 

you're performing a play.  (Or, you could 
act it out with puppets or other toys.) 

Now that you know what to write,  
go ahead and write it! 

Hypothesize  
about an author 

Read a book, or another type of text. 
What can you tell about the author? What does the  

author know about? Can you recognize any of the  
author's opinions or beliefs. How do you know? 

How might this text be different if somebody else wrote it? 

LEAD A DISCUSSION 
Think of a topic that should be discussed. Why should 
it be discussed? How could you start the discussion? 

With whom would you discuss this topic? What would 
you say? Would the discussion solve a problem or 

convince someone to do something? What is important 
to keep in mind when planning a discussion? 

Ok, go lead a discussion! 

MAKE A NEW WORLD 
Think of a brand new setting for a story. Make up a place that is totally different from any setting in 

any other story that you've read before. Draw it, or build it, or use toys or objects to act it out. 



NOODLE ABOUT A RECIPE 
(Hint: “Noodle” is a fun word for “think.”) 

Look at a recipe for your favorite meal or snack.  
What do you notice about how it's written? Try creating your 
own recipe. It can be real or pretend. It might help to draw the 

steps in order, or act it out. Write your recipe! 

OBSERVE HOW AUTHORS  
WRITE INTERESTING ENDINGS 

Gather a few stories that you've read, or pick some new ones to 
read. Pay special attention to the endings of each story. What do 

the authors do to make the endings interesting? Pick one story 
and make up an even better ending! 

PLAY: 
WRITE & 

PERFORM  
A PLAYFUL 

PLAY 

Plan A very short 
play. Doodle the 

events in order and 
write what the 

actors should say 
and do. Gather some 

friends to perform 
your play, or use 
puppets or other 

toys to act it out. 

QUESTION a part  
of a STORY 

Think of a story you've read before, or read a new one. 
Pick one part that you wonder about. How could you change a part of this 

story? How would it affect the rest of the story? Draw or write about how it 
would change. 

READ SOMETHING BLUE 
Find something to read that is blue. Is it about something blue? Is it blue because  

the mood of the story or the illustrations are sad? Draw a picture to represent  
the story. Now, think of how you could make that same story yellow! 

SOLVE A PROBLEM BY  
WRITING SOMETHING 

Think of a big or little problem. Think of a way 
you could solve that problem by writing 

something. Plan what to write. (You could 
plan by doodling, building something or 

acting it out.) Ok, try your idea and see if it 
solves the problem! 

Try TO tell A STORY 
From three points of view 

Pick a story. Tell it  
from the perspective  

of 3 different characters  
or things in the story.  

(You could plan how to tell  
the story by drawing or acting it out.) 



UNDERSTAND  
AN UNUSUAL 

ILLUSTRATION 
 

Look closely at the illustrations in a picture 
book. Find the most unusual illustration. What 

is special or unusual about it? Why do you 
think the illustrator included it in the story?  

VISUALIZE  
A STORY 

Think of a story you know.  
Picture the story in your mind. Pretend you 

are watching a movie of the story. Visualize 
The story again, but substitute a pig for the 

main character. How does it Change? 

WRITE an  
opposite Poem  
Think of a feeling. Write, say, or 
draw a poem about it. 
Now, think of the opposite  feeling.  
Write, say, or draw a poem about the 
opposite feeling. 

EXAMINE two 
structures 

Build or draw two different 
structures.Compare the two 

structures. (How are they 
alike?) Contrast the two 

structures. (How are they 
different?) Are they more 

alike or more different? 
Why? 

YES! Make a list of questions  
with“Yes” for an answer 
Try to think of as many as you can in one minute. 
What do the "yes" questions have in common? 
Would everyone else agree that the answer to all of the questions is yes? 

Think about ZANY Characters 
Who is the zaniest Book character you can think of?  
What makes that person zany? How does the character's zany personality improve  
the story? Do you know another person or character with a similar zany personality trait? 
Invent your own zany character. Draw or act like your character.  

Read, Write, & think  
creatively today! 
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